
Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, March 29th, 2018 Special Meeting 4:00 PM 

       John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St.    

                                                  Southington  

Minutes 

 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio, Mr. 

Chaplinsky and Mr. Berkmoes. Also in attendance was David Lavallee, Assistant Town 

Planner/Environmental Land Use Planner.  

 

Chair Miceli called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

The first item on the agenda was approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of 2/22/18; 

the minutes were approved upon a motion by Mr. Borowy, second by Mr. Pocock with all 

in favor. (Mr. Barry abstained). 

 

Chair Miceli started the discussion item of an Earth Day event at the Novick Open Space 

on April 22
nd

. Mr. Lavallee walked the site with Mr. Guarino to assess the scope of work 

needed. Mr. Lavallee reported that the trails have been blazed with a thick paint that 

should last quite a while. Three separate colors were used to indicate three distinct trails. 

There is a weathered map of the site that was produced by the scout that worked on the 

blazing, but Mr. Lavallee will update the map prior to the walk on the 22
nd

. There were a 

few areas where blowdowns have encroached onto the trail as well as a partially blocked 

culvert that will need attention. A few chainsaws and hand loppers will be sufficient. 

There is enough work to keep a volunteer crew busy for a half day. Chair Miceli 

indicated that she has been in contact with Bradley Mountain Farm who has a herd of 

goats that can roam the trails and eat some of the overgrowth of pickers and other 

invasives. The goats may also spark interest to passersby as the “Goat Mobile” will be 

parked on site. The Southington Land Trust will also be on hand to assist with the efforts. 

A press release Chair Miceli penned describes activities for the day.  

  

Chair Miceli updated the committee her Op Ed piece that was submitted to the Observer. 

The article made reference to the POCD definition of open space as well as the volume of 

information that can be found within the updated Open Space Plan. Further, the use of 

development rights as a “tool” available to the Council as such rights pertain to a specific 

property under specific consideration was spelled out. Members agreed that it was well 

written. 

 

A quick update on the East Street garden was given by Mr. Lavallee. The beds there will 

be available on a first come first served basis. As far as the Academy Street beds go, the 

garden there is shut down for the time being due to an abundance of Mugwort, an 

invasive nuisance plant. If any local restaurants are interested, the garden may be useful 

as a farm to table resource if efforts are made to bring it back. Some members may reach 

out to the restaurant community to gauge interest.  

 



Chair Miceli noted that the grant for the pollinator garden is still being decided. 

 

The final item was an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters; a motion to 

convene was made by Mr. Pocock, second by Mr. Guarino with all in favor at 4:20 pm.  

 

Executive Session adjourned at 4:51 pm whereupon the regular portion of the meeting 

continued.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Borowy, second by Mr. Pocock with all 

in favor at 4:52 pm.  

 

 

 


